
By Bill Rea
An expanded Ontario

legislature, with roughly 30
per cent of the members
being appointed by the
various political parties, is
being proposed.

The Ontario Citizens’
Assembly on Electoral
Reform has come up with a
recommendation for a mixed
member proportional
(MMP) model for the

province.
This recommendation

was made public last week,
and further details are
expected next month, when
the assembly issues its final
report.

The assembly was
formed by the provincial
government, consisting of a
chair, George Thomson,
who was appointed by the
government, and 103 other

members, with one person
being chosen randomly from
each of the 103 electoral
ridings in Ontario. Aurora
resident John Reston is the
member from Vaughan —
King — Aurora and
Edmund James of East
Gwillimbury is from York
North. It was brought
together to examine
Ontario’s electoral system
and learn about other
systems. They also
consulted with the public
through meetings and
written submissions.

Reston was enthusiastic
in his support of the
recommendation, while
James was one of eight
assembly members who
opposed it.

In announcing the
recommendation, the
assembly stated MMP
preserves the best features
of the current electoral
system in Ontario, in the
form of strong local
representation, while adding
elements aimed at better
reflecting the proportional
desires of the electorate.

The proposal calls for a
legislature of 129 seats, up
from the current 103. Of
that, 90 of the MPPs will be
elected the way they are
now. The other 39 will be
distributed according to the
percentage of votes the
various parties receive at
election time.

Voters will get to cast two
votes when they go to the
polls; one for the local
candidate and one for the
party they favour, and it will
be the party votes that
determine how the 39 seats
are distributed. The
recommendations also call
on each party to nominate a
slate of candidates and
publish the process used to
compile the list.

“I was very much in
favour of what was done,”
Reston commented last
week.

He said the assembly
held two votes. One was
whether to support MMP
over the current system,
sometimes referred to as
“first passed the post.” That
voted carried 86-16, then the
vote for the assembly to
recommend MMP passed
94-8.

“We’re quite excited
about that,” he commented.
“We will have done our
best.”

“We’ll see what the
citizens of Ontario think
about it,” he added.

The final report will be
put to the government, with
the possibility that it will
form a referendum question
on the ballot of the next
provincial election, expected
in October.

Reston said he’s heard no
plans of anyone taking a role
as active proponent for this

proposal, adding he’s read
the government of Premier
Dalton McGuinty plans to
be neutral on the question.
But he also pointed out it
was the government that got
the whole process going.

He also expressed the
hope that the government is
going to adequately fund an
education program on this.
He recalled a previous
similar exercise in British
Columbia was not properly
funded, but it almost got
through. A 60 per cent
majority was needed, and 57
per cent voted in favour.

“Sixty per cent is a pretty
high bar to jump over,” he
observed.

Reston said there has
been a lot of talk about
proportional representation.
Under the current system, a
party can garner less than 40
per cent of the vote in an
election, but seat most of the
members in the legislature,
giving it 100 per cent of the
power. He pointed out that
getting less than half the
vote means “that everybody
else voted against them.”

He also said this is not
likely to solve all the
concerns. “No election
system is perfect, not even
the one we recommended,”
he remarked.

Reston added the
assembly is slated to meet
one more time to put the
finishing touches on its
report. It’s deadline is May
15.

“Then that’ll be it,” he
said. “I won’t actively lobby
for it, but if I’m asked to
speak on its behalf, I
certainly will.”

James, in an address to
his colleagues, lobbied for
the status-quo, “the grand,
time-honoured Westminster
system.”

He argued that single-
member plurality (SMP)
leads to government that
gets things done, while it’s
the special interest groups
that believe coalitions work
better for them.

“SMP is people oriented,
rather than just lists for
parties, and includes women

politicians and party
members, gays and people
for ethnic families,” he said.

“Constituency citizens
can relate to one of their
own Members of
Parliament, who is
accessible, and most of them
are,” James added. “But
with MMP, there will be
bigger ridings in 90
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s ,
approximately 143,000
people compared to
presently 125,000.”

“Today, everybody has a
competitive chance in ‘first
past the post,’ including new
parties,” James argued.
“Naturally, such as in some
start-up businesses, it’s not
easy. neither is winning the
Stanley Cup or an Olympic
medal, but determined
people do it, and most of the
competitors never think their
time is wasted. They have to
try harder or realize they
belong on another team or
do something else
altogether.”

James also suggested
political reform might be
considered first, citing what
he called “the historic
Westminster tradition” of
backbenchers rising up
against the leaders.

King Councillor Bill
Cober had brought the
matter up with his
colleagues late last year,
expressing frustration that
few people seemed to know
about the assembly, and not
much has changed since
then. 

“The biggest concern I
had and still have is they’re
not communicating with the
public,” he said, adding the
fact the government is not
trying to promote the effort
indicates they really aren’t
interested in change.

Cober also expressed a
couple of problems with the
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,
commenting that a list of
“star candidates” will take
away from the elected
officials.

“I think it’s a good thing
to look at,” he concluded.
“I’m not 100 per cent sold
on it.”
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Good Samaritan Seniors Complex
Alliston Ontario

Our Long Term Care Facility has an immediate need for an:

Activity Aide - Full-time
Key Responsibilities:

- Plan, develop, implement activities for our residents
- Maintain contiuous improvements through an effective

evaluation cycle
- Compliance with established standards for programs and

services

Role Requirements:
- Diploma in activation/recreation/leisure studies from a

recognized community college or university
- Experience in a long term care setting an asset
- Able to demonstrate effective communication and

interactive skills
- Able to demonstrate creativity and originality in program

development

If you believe you meet our requirements,
and are willing to apply your skills in a team

environment, send your resume by fax to:
Attn: J. Rankin 705-435-0235

Only candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.

crown
PAVING LTD.
crown
PAVING LTD.

Driveways • Interlocking • Concrete • Excavation • Farms

Charlie Spano
Toll Free: 1-888-695-7283

Toronto 416-783-7283 • Oakville: 905-337-7283

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving

 
featuring 

Dr. Glen Di Pasquale 
Keynote Speaker 

Ontario’s renowned Expert on Anti-bullying and related issues 
 

York Regional Police and 
CAYRE, Community Alliance for York 

Region Education 

This event is sponsored by Holy Name Catholic School Council in 
association with the Ministry of Education Parent Outreach Department. 

For further information, please contact Holy Name Catholic School 
at 905-833-5852

Please consider a car pool with your friends and 
neighbours as parking space is limited.

Is your child being bullied?

Is your child aggressive?

Is your child safe on the internet?

Learn how to deal with these issues 

and more from a group of experts!

Anti-Bullying and

Internet Safety

Community Presentation

Wednesday, May 2 at 7:00pm 

at Holy Name Catholic School 

2585 King Road, King City 

Admission is FREE 

Schomberg Sheet Metal Ltd.
Lennox Premier Dealer

17045 Hwy 27, Schomberg
905-939-2350

Serving the community for 27 years

Savings in Bloom
and

2007 Cool Savings
Rebate Program
Homeowners may qualify for up to

$1800 in total REBATES
Call us for details

When you purchase a Lennox high-efficiency home comfort system...

Visit our website www.schombergsm.com

Please  come  join  us
for  the  1st  Annual

Tim Horton’s Camp Day

5 Km Walk/Run

Date: June  6th,  2007
Cost:  $10

(You will receive a Camp Day T-shirt and a bottle of water)

Tottenham There  will  be  a  10  Km  Walk/Run  

commencing  at  9  am.  Pledge forms can be picked up

at Tim Horton’s in Tottenham or Schomberg.

Nobleton
There  will  also  be  a  5  Km  Walk/Run  commencing  at  11  am.  

Pledge forms can be picked up at Nobleton’s Tim Horton’s.

This  is  an  ALL  ages  event  and  everyone  is  invited  to  participate.

For  more  information  please  call  Cindy  or  Jen  at  905  936-9754

SUMMER MUSIC CAMP
Ages 4 - 7. Does your child sing and dance all day long? If so, then this

amazing fun and educational camp is for you.  Fun music activities,

musical chairs, musical twister, freeze games, play acting to musical

productions with dress-up and props, singing and dancing using

microphones, acting out your favourite pop star, experimenting with

musical instruments including piano, percussion, strings and much more. 

Only 2 weeks available.  July 9 - 13th  & July 30 - August 3rd.  

Other weeks have sold out.  9 a.m. - 4 p.m. $250/wk.  
Half days also available - $150/wk.  9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  OR  1  p.m. - 4 p.m.

Call Mary Balinov at 

The Tots & Pre-School Music Academy 

905-951-7416 or e-mail:  balinov@bellnet.ca
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