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By Bill Rea

There are some activities
that look like they might be
fun, no matter what age you
are. So you give them atry,
and they turn out to be fun.

The nice thing about that
little bit of reality isit’s
often true — there are some
activities that are lots of fun
for folks of any age, at least
while they’re taking place.
The downside affects those
passed a certain age, who
have to deal with seriously
aching bones and joints the
next morning.

Thus was my introduc-
tion to curling, and my
aching hip notwithstanding,
it's something | think |
would like to try again.

| have a cousin who
curls fairly regularly, like
four or five times per week,
and she's been trying to get
my wifeand | to giveit a
try for a couple of years.
Saturday, she finally got her
wish. The club where she
does most of her curling
was having a sort of get-
acquainted session, with
members bringing in
friends and relations to try
and get them interested in

the sport.

Actually, curling has
been one of those things
I’ ve been thinking about
trying for some time. The
problem isin my line of
work, | have trouble finding
time for any sort of regular
activity in which | would be
expected to be a certain
events at predetermined
times. My work schedule is
just too unpredictable. But
occasionaly, I'm able to
swing such items into my
agenda, through such sim-
ple expediencies as skip-
ping the first two periods of
aKing Wild game.

As with any new experi-
ence, the days leading up
can be alittle anxious.
Having never curled before,
| found myself wondering if
| was going to make a total
fool of myself. Beth
expressed similar concerns,
although | was able to settle
her down into feeling a cer-
tain level of confidence.

You seg, | have golfed a
few times. One year, we
spent our vacation at a
resort that had a golf
course, and | was able to

talk her into spending a
couple of hours playing a
round. | had golfed a few
times, while Beth | don’t
think had ever held aclub
in her life. She beat me by
five strokes.

| reminded her of that,
and | think her fear of curl-
ing diminished a hit.

For our recent Christmas
party, the people in my
office opted not to gather at
somebody’s home. This
year, we al gathered at a
bowling alley, where we
drank beer, ate Chinese and
threw gutter balls. My first
two balls were strikes, but
my kegling performance the
rest of the evening stunk
the joint out. Beth, with her
usual consistency, was
comfortably ahead of mein
every game we played.

| reminded her of that,
and | think her fear of curl-
ing diminished a bit more.

Like just about anything
in life, curling, | found, was
not as easy at it seemson
TV, but it wasn't formida-
bly difficult either.

Although there's no
body checking, one has to
remember thisis a game
played on ice (meaning it's
slippery) with 45-pound
rocks. The tricky part, for
me at least was not so much
getting the rock to go the
length of the sheet of ice,
but preventing it from
going too far.

| think part of the reason
for my lack of successin
things like bowling and golf
ismy heart really isn't in to

mastering the skills
involved. | do it more to
blow of proverbial steam.
Inalot of cases, | just want
to throw something with
everything I’ ve got, or beat
the hell out of it with a
driver. We were on a golf
course in Muskoka L abour
Day weekend, and my first
tee shot was a thing to
behold. The ball just sailed
on its way, representing a
degree of power that | had
not realized | possessed. It
didn’t upset me in the least
that the ball flew right over
the green and into the
woods, hopelessly out of
play. To my knowledge, it
has not yet been found. |
was just impressed that |
got it that far. | bring the
same Conan the Barbarian
approach to my bowling. |
just let the ball fly, and if it
happens to hit any of those
things at the end of the
aley (I think they call them
pins), then bully for me.
One of my shots got away
from me almost as soon ait
left my hand, but it was
launched with such force
that it went straight into the
gutter, bounced out and
ended up in the other gutter.
How many times have we
all seen Fred Flintstone
make shots like that?

But curling, | learned,
was something of a differ-
ent matter.

Not only did | have to
grasp how to launch arock
with some efficiency, | had
to get it roughly on target
(being arookie, | don’t

think anyone expected
bull’s-eye after bulls-eye —
good thing too). There was
also the skip, or team cap-
tain, standing at the end of
the sheet, signalling me
where | should aim (wishful
thinking) and in which
direction | should give my
hand a 90-degree twist on
release (clockwise or count-
er-clockwise). And through
it al, | was supposed to
keep my balance too. There
was one occasion when |
did not, which explains the
aching hip | referred to ear-
lier.

But there were some
bright spots too.

Ever since we were kids,
| have always been able to
impress my cousin Dale,
whether it be with my skill
with a Frisbee or my supe-
rior natural talent at
Monopoly. Many a game
was concluded before | had
won through parental inter-
ference because punches
were being exchanged.

With that in mind, | was
able to impress her again
with some of my curling
exploits.

“That was a TSN shot!”
she exclaimed to me at one
point after | had made a
shot, which judging from
her enthusiastic reaction, |
concluded was good. “A
takeout and roll!”

And the best news was
Beth and | were on the
same team, so she didn’t
beat me. Every now and
then, even my male ego
needs a break.

Editorial

Development will always spark conflict

In keeping with the cycli-
cal way that life often
works, subdivisions and res-
idential developments seem
to be prominent of late in
King news.

Township councillors and
the public took part in a
lengthy and involved dis-
cussion Monday night on a
proposed development in
Schomberg, there have been
separate meetings in the last
two weeks concerning the
Slokker and Baldesarra
developments in Nobleton,
and discussions over what is
known as the Stupp property
are planned for the coming
month. And can presenta-
tions by aspiring developers
in King City be far off?

We will be hearing a lot
about these proposals in the
next little while.

Discussions and debates
about proposed residential
subdivisions aways cause
some anguish and contro-
versy, with tempers fre-
quently getting hot. That is
understandable. There are
people seeing proposed
changes that could affect
what they hold very dear;
their homes, the houses they
have invested much of their

net worth into in order to
live and raise families.
There would be something
very wrong if they weren't
concerned when a devel oper
is seen eying lands in their
neighbourhood. And so they
get nervous, and even suspi-
cious.

But the fact is developers
are not necessarily bad peo-
ple, athough it would prob-
ably be true to say some are
better than others. There are
some features in develop-
ments that people don't like,
and other items that tend to
benefit the community.
There are those who might
not like what Slokker has
planned for part of
Nobleton, for example, but
there have been some posi-
tive signs for the communi-
ty, beit alarge plot of land
for conservation or 60 cud-
dly Teddy Bears for children
going through traumatic
experiences.

With a growing popula-
tion in the Greater Toronto
Area, the redlity is these
people will need some place
for themselves and their
children to live, and devel-
opers are part of filling that
need. And it is also true they

arein it for the money too,
which isjust asign of how
the system works.

People living near a pro-
posed subdivision want to
make sure the devel opment
proposal causes as little
impact on their lives and
properties as possible, and
there are some who
undoubtedly wish that
developers would just go
away. Not very likely in a
world of economic reality.

And developers have

ideas of what they would
like to see to realize the
most return on their invest-
ment, and they would prob-
ably like to see alot of the
legal and procedural hoops
they have to jump through
just go away. Not very like-
ly in today’s political cli-
mate.

So the result is some-
thing commonly known as a
stand-off, with local politi-
cians and municipal staffers
sort of pressed into service

Letter to the Editor

as referees.

That is the reality that
faces severa areasin King.
We regret that we have yet
to figure out a solution to it
al yet.

Another reality isthe
idea of urban planning has
been around for some time,
but no one has yet figured
out how to please everyone.
We certainly can't be
expected to solve that onein
a couple of hundred words
here.

Maybe Township finances
not as good as reported

It was with great concern
that | read the article in your
paper reporting on the seri-
ous problem King Township
presently faces raising the
necessary funds to complete
the road reconstruction that
will be required as a result
of the sanitary sewer proj-
ects.

Seeing that the options so
far include either a 31 pr
cent increase in property
taxes for the entire township
or the issuing of debentures

S0 we can spread it out over
afew years leaves me with
plenty of questions.

This represents $3.2 mil-
lion. Big dollars for a small
municipality.

During the election cam-
paign last fall, Mayor Black
repeatedly proclaimed that
the Township was in excel-
lent financial shape. | rea
sonably assume that she also
knew about the sewer proj-
ects at that time. How isit
then only afew short

months after the election we
find ourselvesin this
predicament where one of
the options being discussed
is an increase in property
taxes of 31 per cent?

What capacity (legaly,
fiscally, and logically) does
our Township have to take
on such afinancia burden?

Something smells.
Perhaps it is somehow relat-
ed to the sewers?

Ross Hamilton,
Nobleton



