
More landowners are now
helping to protect the Oak
Ridges Moraine, as a result
of a major landowner contact
program launched earlier
this year in selected areas of
the Moraine, part of
Ontario's Greenbelt.

Called the Caring for the
Moraine Project (CMP), it
was created by 23 conserva-
tion and environmental
organizations working

together to provide coordi-
nated conservation services,
made possible with a grant
of $230,000 from the Oak
Ridges Moraine Foundation,
and contributions from the
project organizations total-
ing $460,000.

Over the past six months,
more than 40,000 landown-
ers living in three large areas
of the Moraine containing
important and sensitive envi-

ronmental features have
been contacted, according to
a media release issued last
week by the foundation.
This has resulted in more
than 160,000 trees being
planted over an area of 80
hectares, almost 2.5 kilome-
ters of restored streams in
important watershed loca-
tions, and over three hectares
of new wetlands.

CMP will continue next

year, in newly expanded
project areas, with $600,000
of new funding from the
foundation and more than $1
million in funding contribu-
tions from the partner organ-
izations.

This is the first time that
major conservation and envi-
ronmental protection agen-
cies and organizations on the
Moraine have come together
to develop a strategic plan
and provide comprehensive,
coordinated conservation
services for landowners liv-
ing in particularly important
areas of the Moraine, the
media release stated.

CMP is strictly a volun-
tary program. It has been
designed to be a user friend-
ly, one-stop starting point for
people who own land on the
Oak Ridges Moraine and are
seeking advice on land man-
agement and restoration, as
well as protecting their
drinking water sources, and
on how to improve their
property value while helping
to protect its natural features.

The Oak Ridges Moraine
is one of Ontario's most
prominent ecosystems. Its
rolling hills, unique kettle
lakes, hiking trails and vistas
stretch across the top of the
Greater Toronto Area. It is a
big area, taking in more than
160 kilometers in length.
Stretching from the Niagara
Escarpment in Caledon to
east of Rice Lake, it is the
starting point of the 65 rivers
flowing into Lake Ontario,
Lake Simcoe and the
Kawartha Lakes, and is the
source of drinking water for
over 250,000 people.

It is important that
Moraine landowners get
good advice and support to
help them protect these vital
areas.

"This project demon-
strates that landowners on
the Moraine want to help
protect its many important
environmental features,"
said Kate Potter, co-ordina-
tor of the project. With this
project, landowners can
access the resources, experi-

ence and expertise of almost
two dozen organizations,
ranging from the
Community Streams
Stewards Program,
Conservation Authorities on
the Moraine, Ducks
Unlimited Canada,
Kawartha Heritage
Conservancy, Large
Woodlands Conservation
Cooperative, local munici-
palities, the Nature
Conservancy of Canada, the
Oak Ridges Trail
Association, Stewardship
Councils on the Moraine and
the Wetland Habitat Fund.

The three new expanded
areas for the project are: The
Western Headwaters area,
covering parts of Peel and
York Regions, as well as
Simcoe County; the York-
Durham Headwaters area,
covering parts of York and
Durham Regions; and the
Ganaraska Hills area, cover-
ing parts of Durham Region,
Northumberland and
Peterborough Counties and
the City of Kawartha Lakes. 
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Members of the Forget-Me-Nots have been home schooling their children for
years, and now they have brought that concept to the community. They officially
opened their Country Music Schoolhouse at the church hall at Christ Church in
Kettleby recently. Mayor Margaret Black was on hand to officially open the facility,
and Fr. Suren Nathan offered the blessing once inside.

Hospice King — Aurora will be holding
its annual fall open house tomorrow
(Thursday) at its offices at 155 King Rd. in
Oak Ridges.

The open house will run from 4 until 7
p.m., and will offer the public an opportuni-
ty to meet and socialize with staff and vol-
unteers, tour the facilities and gain some
information about the organization.

Hospice King — Aurora has been pro-

viding professionally supervised volunteer
support for individuals and families living
with life-threatening illness or coping with
loss since 1983. Programs include friendly
visiting, client advocacy and volunteer driv-
ing, along with a range of complementary
therapies and individual or group bereave-
ment support. For more information, con-
tact the office at (905) 773-0155, or visit the
Web site at www.hospicekingaurora.ca

Hospice holding
open house tomorrow


